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VoLuME III 


CONFERENCE SESSIONS INTERPRET 
LIBRARY NEEDS AND PROBLEMS 


Issues, discussions and recommendations involving Indiana Libraries were 
the main themes of the well attended ILA-ILTA conference held October 20-22. 


These discussions followed the agenda set forth by the Library Action 
Committee. 

Statements by Action Committee Chairman Harriet I. Carter of Elkhart 
started things off. Other Action Committee persons gave reports regarding 
the special types of library service they represented. Audrey Benner of Elkhart 
and Mrs. George Blair spoke for library trustees, Marcella Foote of Conners- 
ville for the public libraries, Mary Louise Mann of Technical High School of 
Indianapolis for high school libraries, John Moriarty of Purdue stated the 
college and university library situation. Irene Strieby of Lilly Laboratories 
elaborated on the Special Library position. 

Following the general discussions, separate round table meetings threshed 
out specific issues and views. 

The final summary and report made by Miss Carter on Saturday morning 
is briefly summarized here. 

1. The need for an Indiana Library Handbook. 

2. Clarify inter library loan practices. 

3. Bring up to date the Indiana Union List of Serials. 

4. Emphasize recruiting. 

5. Promote cooperative ventures such as centralized cataloging. 
Conclusions of the Action Committee were stated as being; 

1. Library cooperation begins at the local level—with the local or specific 

library. 

2. The role at the state level should be one of consultation. 

3. The pattern for library service should be diversified. 


4. The scope of library service is broad—the committee needs help. 
Teamwork and the efforts of all are essential. Each field of library 
service can benefit if each contributes, 


For a more detailed report on this whole program see your forthcoming 
December issue of LIBRARY OCCURRENT. 


New officers elected at the conference are: president, Harriet Bard of the 
Morrisson Reeves Library of Richmond, vice president, Harold J. Sander of 
Business Library of the Indianapolis Public, secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Burton of 
the U. S. Naval Ordnance library in Indianapolis, treasurer, Lois Ringo of 
Anderson. 


Elected to be Member-at-Large is Leonard Smith of Jefferson Technical 
High School of Lafayette. To represent ILA on the ALA council is Mary 
Holmes of Logansport and the new loan fund committee member is Mrs. Mary 
Troxell of Ball State Teachers College. 


Other convention speakers who added to the interest of the meeting were 
Jeanette Covert Nolan, Neil S. Boardman and Ralph L. Collins who had a 
three-way discussion on the “Value of Fiction’. 


Junior Members were delightfully entertained by Mrs. Eunice Young 
Smith, author of “Jennifer Wish”. 

Dr, Louis A. Warren of Fort Wayne and a State Library Board member 
addressed the Trustees group on “Lincoln’s Background of Borrowed Books”. 

Numbers for 1949 turned out to be the awarding of umpteen gifts as door 
prizes. And they were real gifts. There was a beautiful chair, an auto spot- 
light, a lovely painting and numerous books. These prizes contributed by 
exhibitors and local industries throughout the state made several dozen indi- 
viduals very glad they came to the conference. 

An audio visual panel on Saturday morning added a clarifying note to 
the general subject of films and libraries. 

Bill Martin Jr. of Tell Well Press gave some tips and pointers on story 
telling. Sound effects by means of records were used in his demonstration. 
The audience also participated by contributing sound effects because of a 
record he forgot—on purpose. Everyone got a big kick out of it. 
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112 HOOSIERS ATTEND REGIONAL 
ALA MEETING AT GRAND RAPIDS 


That the regional ALA idea is fairly well thought of was manifested by 
the attendance at the Grand Rapids meeting, November 9-12. 1,196 persons 
were registered, and total attendance was doubtless considerably above this 
figure. The geographical breakdown is as follows: Michigan—s00, Ohio—223, 
Illinois—199, Indiana—112, Wisconsin—54, Ontario—5, Other states—37, and 
Exhibitors—66. The combined regional attendance figures will surpass the 
previous ALA high of 5,312 of 1937 in New York City. 


As was expected, the Public Library Inquiry came in for the most attention. 
A common remark following the sessions was, “I'll certainly have to read the 
full reports when I get a chance”. 

Acceptance of the complete Fourth Activities Committee report was not 
favored. It was decided though to accept it as a guide for action. The federa- 
tion idea seemed to meet with some disagreement. Individual autonomy was 
desired by the individual organizations. 

Speakers were above par in most cases. Dorothy Thompson was well 
accepted. The Newbery-Caldecott dinner speakers were OK. Catherine Drinker 
Bowen who spoke at the last meeting on Saturday probably drew forth highest 
praise. 

There was standing room only for Virginia Kirkus, We know—we stood 
for about an hour and didn’t mind it. Mrs. Kirkus was introduced by ILA 
President, Harriet Bard. . 

On the lighter side, our John Moriarty of Purdue did quite well in his 
debate with Charles R. Sanderson of Toronto. Mr. Moriarty expounded, pro- 
pounded, and rebounded on the subject of academic training—with gestures— 
and in costume! Mr. Sanderson said he got part of his training in the Army 
during the First World War in North Africa. The person sitting next to us 
surmised that John M. might have gotten his with the Hoosier Hot Shots or 
the Brooklyn Dodgers. Vaudeville is definitely back! 


As a town and a convention center, Grand Rapids is ideal. Most of the 


events took place in the civic auditorium and at the Pantlind Hotel. An under- 
ground passage connects the two. 


On Thursday evening, the Governor of Michigan, the Honorable, hand- 
some, young, bow-tied G. Mennen Williams greeted the conference, emphasizing 
Michigan libraries, and the Michigan apple crop. Apples were promptly dis- 
tributed after that meeting. This was doubtless a health measure as many of 
the conference goers had been doing so much tunnel scurrying that they had 
not had,a breath of fresh air for two days. 


R.E. BANTA’S CONFERENCE LECTURE 
TURNS OUT PLEASANT SURPRISE 


“On the program it looked dull, and I was prepared to endure it, but now 
that it’s over, I’ll have to admit it was most interesting and informative”. 


These were the words of a Northern Indiana Librarian regarding the 
58th ILA and 4ist ILTA convention held October 20-22. 


The dullest thing on the program appeared to be the main banquet address 
by R. E. Banta who was slated to speak on “A Complete History of the De- 
velopment of Literature in the English Language”. 


As it turned out, this was strictly a tongue-in-cheek title. The address 
Mr. Banta gave was as clever a bit of wit, humor and delightful banter as we 
have ever heard. 

This speech should encourage everyone to buy an extra copy of Mr. 
Banta’s recent book—‘The Ohio” in the “Rivers of America” Series. It is 
certainly hoped that this address will be published so that all can read it and 
have another good laugh. 
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GENEALOGY MATERIAL OF STATE 
AND PUBLIC LIBRARY MERGED 


The centralization of the genealogical collections of the Indianapolis Public 
and the Indiana State libraries—in one location at the State Library, a move 
now completed—should be a boon to genealogy librarians and patrons through- 
out the state. 

It will, for one thing, make life easier for genealogical researchers, who 
want to do some ancestor checking. There'll be only one library where they 
need to work—the Indiana State Library. 

It will allow for a larger budget to purchase genealogy items; formerly it 
was necessary for both the Indianapolis Public and Indiana State libraries to 
stock certain standard works—now, this expensive duplication will not be 
necessary. A larger budget will permit more rapid additions to the combined 
collection, which already numbers something in excess of 11,000 and is one of 
the best collections of its kind in this part of the country. 

Amalgamation of the two collections was made advisable by a $50,000 
bequest under the will of the late Maude Darrach, to the Indianapolis Public 
Library “for the establishment and maintenance of a Genealogical Department 
to be known as the ‘Eugene Haslet Darrach Memorial’.” The bequest made 
possible the acquisition of a larger collection than the Indianapolis Public 
Library could house, and since the already existing collection of the State 
Library was much more extensive and complete than that of the Indianapolis 
Public Library, the move was almost dictated; it is one of the very few in- 
stances in the country of such close cooperation between two major libraries in 
the same community. 

The Darrach collection will specialize in so-called “regional genealogy”, ie: 
(1) material relating to Indiana, (2) material relating to the eastern and 
southern origins of Indiana families and (3) material in tracing the westward 
migration of Indiana families. 

From Mrs, Darrach’s bequest the sum of $20,000 has been set aside as a 
permanent endowment fund for the collection. A maximum of $16,000 may be 
(but need not be) expended within the next two years for purchases to establish 
a nucleus of what will be an extremely important collection. 

Although State and Public library volumes will remain the property of 
their separate institutions, the combined collection will be administered by the 
State Library. 

Eleanor Peterson is librarian in charge of this combined genealogical set-up. 
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The next issue of Focus will 
have a new editor. This is our 
last issue. 

We have had our problems and 
difficulties, but it has been fun. 

Thanks to all of you for the 
way in which you have withstood 
our unorthodox library publication 
style. We hope it hasn’t been too 
corny. 


MORE ROOM 
NO RUMOR 


At long last, most of the space of 

Indiana State Library and Histori- 
‘cal Building is given over to the 

purpose for which it was intended 
when built. The Department of 
Conservation has moved from the 
building. A new tenant is the 
Economic Council. 

However, since the Council is not 
nearly so large, quite a few rooms 
are now available for library and 
historical use, 

A new phone number has been 
assigned to the State Library and 
Historical Bureau. It is Riley 6503. 


SCORE: 50-8 
Helen Norris of the Indianapolis 
Public Library was in charge of a 
placement bureau at the Grand Rapids 
Regional. Statistically speaking, there 
were about 50 vacancies listed, but 
only about 8 job seekers. 








SLA PRESIDENT 
SPEAKS HERE 


Mrs. Ruth H. Hooker, president of 
the Special Library Association spoke 
at the Indiana SLA chapter dinner 
meeting November 16 at the Spink- 
Arms Hotel in Indianapolis. 


Mrs. Hooker told of SLA projects, 
policies, and issues. 

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Hooker was 
a special guest at a luncheon for SLA 
members at the Indianapolis U. S. 
Naval Ordnance plant. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Burton, the Ordnance plant librarian, 
arranged to have the guests take a con- 
ducted tour through part of the plant 
and the library. 

Navy officials were on hand to show 
and explain to the librarians such 
equipment as gyroscopes, bombsights, 
and radar. Appreciation was expressed 
by the Navy officials for the help and 
assistance given them by the various 
libraries in this area. Their own li- 
brary, said one official, was an in- 
dispensable cog in their production 
machinery, 


ILA CONSTITUTION 
IS AMENDED 


As a result of a change in the ILA 
constitution voted on October 20th, the 
ILA Loan Fund is now a Scholarship 
and Loan Fund. 


Recommendations made by the 1949 
Loan Fund Committee suggest that the 
1950 Scholarship and Loan Fund Com- 
mittee expend at least $1,000 in 1950 
for scholarship grants on the following 
scale: 

Summer session $50 - $100 

Regular session 
Undergraduate 
Graduate 400 

Further details regarding scholar- 
ships will be forthcoming after the new 
committee meets. 

Another constitutional amendment 
passed at this conference set the term 
of office of the ILA treasurer as being 
the calendar year, 

The third proposed amendment mak- 
ing it mandatory to have each type of 
library service namely,—public, school, 
college and special be represented on 
the ILA Executive Board was not 
passed. 

For the text of all amendments see 
the September 1949 issue of Focus. 
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MISTY MEANDERS MIDST 
MILLING MIDWESTERNERS 
OR 
PANDEMONIUM IN 
THE PANTLIND 


This ALA Grand Rapids Regional 
was like no other ALA you ever went 
to. Such unorthodox events as horses 
in hotel lobbies, bars, elevators, and 
even rooms were the rule. 


On Friday evening when most con- 
ventioners were thinking about Fifth, 
Sixth and Seventh Activity Commit- 
tees, the usual hustle and bustle of the 
Pantlind Hotel was made a little 
hustlier and bustlier by the entrance of 
Misty, the pony of Marguerite Henry’s 
“Misty and Chincoteague”. 

Misty posed rather well before the 
entrance to the Pub. Perhaps it was 
because John Moriarty and some of 
his staff were at the first table. 

At a little later period, Misty was 
again seen by various Indiana dele- 
gates going up the elevator, going, ac- 
cording to rumor up to the Rand 
McNally reception. 

As we wearily wandered back to 
our room, the elevator operator was 
quite exasperated. She didn’t appreci- 
ate such goings on. Nightmare? Well, 
mare anyway. 

Came the dawn, and things seemed 
stable again—that is until we went to 
the exhibit hall. There was Misty, 
with red ribbons and braided tail, 
blithely walking past the registration 
booth, getting her picture taken again. 


WELL, NOW, REALLY! 

R. Russell Munn, librarian of the 
Akron, Ohio Public Library spotted 
this choice bit of information in Dr. 
Bryan’s Personnel Study—a part of the 
Public Library Inquiry. It was con- 
sidered quite significant at Grand 
Rapids. We quote from the findings of 
one of the questionnaires,— 

Women Men 

I would like to marry 

and continue my li- 

brary work 

I would like to marry 

and go into some 

other type of work 

I would like to marry 

and give up library 

work and devote 
my time to home- 

making _ 39% 
That 4% has us guessing! 


22% 43% 


3% 


4% 


Reserue Your Copy of WeCurg's 
CHRISTMAS BOOK NEWS 


Published November 11 
Here’s a star-studded publication with 


latest information, featuring . . . 


% November and December Publications 
*% Selected List of Best Titles for 1949 


* Juveniles 


*% Special Articles by Favorite Authors 
* Literature of the Fine Arts 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


333 E. ONTARIO ST. 


CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 
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@) NO WAITING... 


for Standard Library Furniture 


Card Catalog Cabinets: Book Trucks — 3 styles; 
Stools, Charging Trays, Displayers, etc., are all in 
stock for prompt shipment. 

Quarter sawed oak — light and dark finish only. 
Please write for prices. 





SERVICE 
QUALITY GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 
NEW IDEAS SYRACUSE. NEW YORE 





OUTSTANDING CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
in Lifetime Library Bindings 


Libraries and schools throughout the 
United States use over a million 
books a year in our Cello-buck and 
Duro-Tuff library bindings. 


Write for: 


PRE-BOUND LIBRARY BOOKS CATALOG 
RED FEATHER BOOKS CIRCULAR 


This is a new line of popular chil- 
dren’s books at only 50c a copy. 
TECHNICAL BOOKS CATALOG 


Forty-eight classifications of popular 
low-priced technical books. 


Our Indiana Representative: 
MR, C. E. WEDGE 


1026 East First Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 


Here is the home of Wilcox & 
Follett, established over 75 years 
—an organization skilled in ser- 
vicing a librarian’s needs, and 
making the library dollar go 
farther. 


WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. 
1255 S. Wabash Ave. Chicago 5, Illinois 
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE AT I.U. 


December 3 and 4 were the dates of 
the Indiana Student Librarians Con- 
ference at Indiana University. 

Featured speaker was Mrs. James 
Ayars who writes as Rebecca Caudill, 
author of BARRIE AND DAUGH- 
TER, and TREE OF FREEDOM. 

This group was formed last spring 
when 84 student librarians met in re- 
sponse to an invitation by the Indiana 
School Library Association, 

In addition to the usual business 
session, there was a tour of the Indiana 
University Campus and a coke party 
at which the student librarians were 
entertained by the I. U. Future 
Teachers of America and the I. U. 
Library Science Club. 


RECRUIT COMMITTEE 
WORKS ON PLANS 


Dan Williams, chairman of the ILA 


recruiting committee, sent out a postal | 


query in November to secure informa- 
tion to set up a speakers bureau and 
program facility. 

The committee is working hard to 
get librarians represented in career 
conferences. Also the committee hopes 
to work out state-wide visiting days 
whereby high school groups would 
visit various libraries. 

REESE 
DELIGHTFUL DIN 
Large Town Librarian; It disturbs me 
to realize that we only have an 
annual income of $150,000. 
Small town Librarian; That’s one dis- 
turbance we'd welcome. 


ILA TRUSTEE 
CITATIONS 

Recipients of this year’s ILA 
Trustee Citations were Mrs. W. H. 
Frazier of Nashville and Dr. H. H. 


Thacker of Brazil. 


A. Williams of Muncie 
the presentations following 
on the evening of 


Dan 
made 
the banquet 
October 21. 





A.L.A. TRUSTEE CITATION 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED 


Trustees receiving the ALA Trustee 
citations this year are Robert B. Tun- 
stall of the Norfolk Public Library and 
Chairman of the Virginia State Li- 
brary boards, and Julia Brown Asp- 
lund, member of the Santa Fe Public 
Library board and chairman of the 


New Mexico State Library Com- 
mission. 

Officers of the Trustees Division of 
ALA are: Chairman, Edward J. A. 
Fahey, Belmar, New Jersey; First Vice 
Paul R. Benson, New 
Castle, Indiana; Second Vice Chair- 
man, Thomas H. McKaig, Hamburg, 
New York; Executive Secretary, Mrs. 
F. A. Cushing Smith, Wilmette, IlIli- 


J. Porro, 


Chairman, 


nois; Treasurer, Thomas 
Tacoma, Washington. 

Mr. Benson of New Castle was 
chairman of this group the past two 
years. During this period, a 3344 per 


| cent gain in membership resulted. 





MONTH e e@ e ANDERSON e e e LOIS M. RINGO, Librarian 


When the Anderson Lions Club announced that 


they were sponsoring a Merchants and Manufac- 
turers Home Show, the Public Library rented a booth 
and began preparations for an exhibit. They made 
posters telling about the various services offered by 
the Library and planned to distribute many printed 
book lists. 


The show was held in a large tent at the 
Athletic Park and it attracted 50,000 people. The 
large number of people who later reported to the 
library with the book lists, predicated the success of 
the exhibit. 


A daily drawing contributed to their success and 
prizes for the drawings were graciously furnished by 
publishers and a library supply company. 


Mimeographed slips were provided for visitors to 
register. This system of registration enabled the 
library to obtain information on library service de- 
sired and the new addresses of many regular 
borrowers. Over 4,000 people registered. 


The Anderson Library rfeople are to be com- 
mended for the successful public relations project. 


Library of the month is sponsored by 


THE HECKMAN BINDERY 
NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 


* 
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JOTS AND 
TITTLES 


Jeffersonville Township Library is 
being remodeled. Two new reading 
rooms are being built in the basement, 
one to become I.U.’s Southeastern 
Center’s reference headquarters. 

** * 


Pauline Simmons is the new Tipton- 
Tipton County librarian. Miss Sim- 
mons is a University of Illinois library 
school graduate and was formerly li- 
brarian at Rockport, Missouri. 

* * * 

Plymouth has received a book truck 

as a gift from the Tri Kappas. 
** * 

Franklin Public Library is to be the 
recipient of a $10,000 bequest accord- 
ing to the will of Charles N. Thomp- 
son, former State Senator. The library 
is to receive the money upon the death 
of a niece of the deceased. Books that 
will be purchased will become memori- 
als to Fabius M. Finch, a pioneer 
attorney of Johnson County. 

eo 8 © 

Paul Howard, who was Richard 
Sealock’s predecessor at Gary and later 
ALA’s Washington office chief, is now 

the U.S. Interior Department’s _li- 


brarian. 
* * * 


Elsie Glasgow, formerly a State Li-| 


brary Extension Department assistant, 

is now assistant librarian in the New 

York State College of Home Economics 
at Cornell University. 
* * * 

has Lucile 

succeeding 


Kendallville 
Williams as 


now 
librarian, 





FOCUS ON INDIANA LIBRARIES 


Helen Teal who resigned recently. 
Mrs. Zoe Stalcup is the new assistant 
librarian. 

** * 

At Aurora, Marjorie Runyan was 
appointed acting librarian. She serves 
in the temporary absence of Mrs. Irma 
Schockel. 

* * * 

Richard B. Sealock, who has been at 
the Gary Public Library since 1943, 
and head librarian there since October, 
1945, is resigning to become librarian 
of the Kansas City Public Library on 
January 1, 

Mr. Sealock was president of ILA in 
1947. 

BONGO - BINGO 

Butting your head against a wall is 
not an example of the Knock of Oppor- 
tunity. 


Good Books 


for 


Children's Reading 


Displayed for your eval- 
uation without obligation 


ARTHUR C. GAU 
832 North Main Street 
SOUTH BEND 


Representing 
Beckley-Cardy Company 


Serving Librarians Satisfactorily 


Has Become A HABIT 


At Our Plant 


A HABIT 


We Shall Always Maintain 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 


BINDINGS 


Library 


Rebinding 


NEW METHOD BOOK BINDERY, INC. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUGGESTIONS! 


Since the Reorganization in 1925 we have invited 
librarians to offer suggestions for the betterment of 
OUR SERVICE 
Your response and our desire to give the best 
always HAS MADE THIS BINDERY A LEADER IN 

INDIANA During 1949... 


WE PLEDGE TO CONTINUE THAT SAME POLICY 


CERTIFIED 
UBRARY BINDERY 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY COMPANY OF INDIANA, 
546 South Meridian Street 


INC. 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 


DON R. PHILLIPS 


P.O. Box 57 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 


Compton’s 


Pictured Encyclopedia 
* 
Your Indiana 
School and Library 


Distinctive Pre Bound 
Easy Books for Children 


Representative 
, Especially Low Priced 
is 
Immediate Delivery 


MRS. BESS VANDIVIER 
Box 36 


Franklin, Indiana WAHE FOR List 


an investment 


in lasting beauty... TREND 


the new LB functional library furniture 


Lasting beauty distinguishes TREND’s contribution to your 
library. TREND’s modern, functional styling combines flush 
construction and rounded corners with complete economy 
of line to eliminate dust-catchers, reduce splintering and 
lower your maintenance costs. 

Librarians everywhere approve of TREND as the conclu- 
sive answer to their furniture requirements. For complete 
information phone your nearest Remington Rand Inc. office 
or, write for the booklets “TREND” and “Planning the 
Library Building”. 
Library Furniture Wood Shelving 
Charging Systems 
Tables and Chairs 


Exhibit Cases 
Library Supplies Visible Records 


Catalog Cases Magazine Racks 


Rand Library Bureau 


1535 N. MERIDIAN STREET, INDIANAPOLIS 


@ DEPT. M-149 
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